The Early Learning Coalition of Duval

What IsVoluntary Prekindergarten (VPK)? A State Constitutional Amendment Passed By Florida’'s Voters In November 2002
Requires A Voluntary Pre-kindergarten Program For All Four-Y ear-Old Children By Fall 2005. The Program |Is Designed To Prepare
Four-Y ear-Old Children For Kindergarten And Build The Foundations For Their Educational Success And Is Provided At No Cost To
The Parent. This Program Is Voluntary For Children and Providers.

When is my child eligible for VPK? To be eligible, your child must be four -year s-old by September 1st of their program year.
Children who are born AFTER September 1st are NOT eligible until the following year. You must also reside in Florida to be eligible.

What documentation do | need to bring? Y ou need to bring 1 proof of your child's age and 1 proof of your current address. We are
also asking you to provide your child's Social Security number as well. Usually for proof of age, parents provide a birth certificate or
signed shot record; or find other options for proof of age. For proof of residency, parents usually provide a current driver's license or
state id; however, there are other documents that may also be used for proof of residency.

Do | need to bring my child's Social Security Number? We are asking parents to provide their child's Social Security number on
the application.

Does my proof of residency need to match the address on the application? Y es, the proof of residency must be current and must
match the address provided on the application.

Do | need copies? We will be happy to make copies of your documentation for you when you enroll. However, you are welcome to
make your copies ahead of time, if you choose. It may make the process faster.

Dol havetoregister in person? Yes, the child's parent or guardian must register in person. Bring proof of eligibility when
completing the application; these are documents showing the parent's address and the child's date of birth. The address on the proof of
residency must match the address on the application.

Can | usethe summer session and the school year session? No; you choose one or the other session.

Which summer session can | use? Children who are four by September 1st, and DID NOT attend during the school year, may
choose the summer session that may begin no earlier than May 1.

Where does my child attend VPK ? Where your child attends VPK is up to you; preschools, faith based programs, Family Child Care
Homes and early learning facilities all participate in the VPK program. (The public school system in Duval County only participatesin
the summer program, at present.) VPK enrollment is based on the county in which you want to attend, NOT on which county you live.
Y ou may live in the surrounding county and enroll your child in a Duval County provider through ELC of Duval; you may NOT use a
ELC of Duval certificate/voucher for a provider in another county. Please contact Episcopal Children's Services for VPK inthe
surrounding counties.

When doesit start? Y ou can choose a school year or summer program. The school year program includes a Fall or Winter schedule,
or you can choose the Summer program. The Fall VPK program begins no earlier than the first day of public school but may begin as
late as October. The Fall program may end between April and late May. The VPK Winter program beginsin January and endsin June.
They both deliver the 540 instructional hours.

Wherecan | find a VPK provider? We encourage every family to consider quality when choosing aVPK provider. To help you
look for quality, please check out our Quality Checklist. A listing of VPK providers in alphabetical order and by ZIP code is also
available. To see detailed information, visit our VPK Provider Profiles Inquiry page. If you would like a customized referral of VPK
providers based on your nearest intersection, please contact CCR&R.

How do | enroll my child with a provider? Once your child is signed-up you will be given aVPK Certificate. The white copy is
yours to keep and you give the yellow copy to the provider of your choice. It isthe yellow copy that enrolls your child into the VPK
program.

Can | transfer my child to another provider? Effective 12/21/10, the State of Floridawill allow each VPK enrollee to only transfer
to another center onetime. Please be sure visit the center where you plan to have your child attend so you can reduce the need for a
transfer certificate. Y ou will be required to provide the name of the new center where you would like for your child to attend in order
to receive the transfer certificate.


http://www.ecs4kids.org/
http://www.elcofduval.org/Uploads/ccrr/Quality Checklist08.pdf
http://www.elcofduval.org/vpk_providerlisting.asp
http://www.elcofduval.org/vpk_providerprofile.asp
http://www.elcofduval.org/ccrr_staff.asp

